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While encamped at Garysburg, measles
cand mumps prevailed generally among
the troops, and upon arriving at Riche
]',‘1-:|11.'!’ they were F'K[‘H'lii\‘,tl for over twenty
four hours toa celd and drenchirg rain
storm, whiel, in its subsequent effects,
, proved more disastrous than an  ordinary
‘battle.  On the 22nd of July, we were

ordered to prozeed to Fredericksburg Va.
near which place we remained in camp
until the 23rd of August, when we were
ordered to the Potomae River to guard
| the fortifications, near the mouth of Po-
tomae C'reek,fand protect the citizens of
'King George County from marauding
parties, that occasionally landed from the
enemy's gnunboats. Here we were brigaded
with the 1st and 3rd N. C., 30th Virginia,
jand 3rd  Alabama
'under the command of Brig.
| Holmes.

Capt. 5. D). Pool’s company from Car-
| teret County was detatehed at this place,
it was urged that their information
waonld be invaluable on the coast, and
it was trancferred to Fort Macon.--
P2ut the Regiment was soon fillead by the
arrival of two fine companies, one from
Wayne county, under the command of

(ieneral

Capt. (1. M. Eoberts, uud_th-:a other from |
Ciuilford county, under Capt. John H. |

Morveliead. The Regiment, while at this
place, was employed in strengihening the
position by field works and an active
picket duty. Brig. Gen. Holmes having
been promoted, Col. J. G. Walker was

placed in command of the Brigade, and |

was soon after Pmmotod to a Brigadier
Cieneralship. Upon our army falling back

legiments and were |

f to molest the fivesides of the
[ State,

Centreville: then returned and erossed on
the Sonth side of the Ravpahanuoek.--
Since October, we have beeu engaged with
the enemy and have sustuined a severe loss

but an account of this action will come
more appropriately in mwy uext report.—-
I'le Regiment has been enzaged in skir-

mishes in which it has lost men both from
the fire of artillery and musketry, bat aa
my ol ject is to duect attention merely to
the principal actions in which it has borne
a prominent part, and not to present even
a seeming eulogium, I do not deem it im-
portant to enumerate them. 1 regret
however that the briefuess of this sketeh
precludes me from referring personally to
many meritorious and gallaat line officers
and privates, who have offeredi up their
lives in this harcest of death, and whose
! congpicnons and noble daring merits es-
pecial commendation; batl that daty must
be discharged hy the Company command-
{ ers, The Regiment has often Leen ecow-
plimented in eommon with other troops in
this Army, for its firmness and gallantry
on the field; yet our thinned ranks= szpr'u-[:
more eloguently than words, of what we
have suffered and endured. Bat the same
spirit that controlled onr actions in the
| beginning of this straggle still animates
us. Wearve *injor the wa,”

\ chains, and are resolyed to lay dowa onr
arms ouly when the last armed foe ceases
“Od Narth

I'aw, Major,
Very respeetiully,
Yonr Obt, Servt,

from Manassas, the Regiment, together  “ign™d, Wirttan R, Coy,
with the | Brigade, was transferred to = Colonel,
- Wayne county N. C. to meet a threatened - _

“It is nufortunate for North Carolina

advance of the enemy from the direction |

‘of Newbern. On the 30th of April 1862, that none of her own sons has  attempied
after all appreliension of offensive opera- | 2 history of the war. There was searcely a
tions by the enemy in that section were | Corporal in the rauks of the Noith  Caro-

allayed, we were ordered to report to

lina troops, who could not write a wmore

3rig. General French at Wilmington, and ! #tAful history than any yet put  forth.”
were assigned to duty at Confederate |
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' that there is no retreat bnot in slavery and |

Execurive DEPARTMENT, 4

Raverau, N, C. Oct, 19th 1860,
DEear Str:—I have thehonor to acknowl-
edge the receipt of your favor of the 5th,
which reached me oun the 12th inst. In
compliance with your reqnest, I will give,
as accurately as it is in my power to do,
the views and feelings of the peopla of
North Carolina upon the important sub-

ject of your communieation.

Political differences and party strife have
ran so high in this state for some years
past, and particularly dnringthe past nine

any question
scarcely be expected; and such is the case
withi the one unader consideration. Our
people are very far frow being agreed as to
what action the State should take iu the
event of Lincoln’s election to the Presi-
dency. Some favor submission, some re-
sistance, and others still would await the
courge of events that may follow. Many

with a minority in the Senate and perhaps
in the Hounse of Representatives also;

tire sinecerity, ‘At the placing or the
powerg af the Federal Government into
hiis handds wonld o fl_}‘ﬂ‘fﬂl’ Llow (o the
institution f{!'u-_r},‘u slavery cn this coun-
try.

None of oar publie speakers, [ believe
have taken the ground before the people,
that the election of Lincoln would, of itl=
self, be a cause of secession.  Many have
said it wonld not,while others have spoken
i'dllli\'&'l(*:l“}'.

Upon the whole, [ am decidedly of opiu-
ion that a majority of our people wonld not
consider the recarrvence of the event ree
ferred to, as suflicient ground for dissol-
ving the Union of the States. For whieh
reason | do not suppose that our Legisla-
ture, which will meet on the 19th proc.,
will take any steps in that direction: such
for instance, as the calling of a convention.

Thus, sir, [ have given you what [ eon-

months,that anything like unanimity upon |
of a public nature conld |

argne that he wonld be powerless for evil |

|

while others say, and doubtless with en- |

the closiug seene, the world has seen noth-
ing =o stupendous in the material evoked,
or attended with consequences so momen-
tous upon the destiny of natious. Those
consequences will employ the philosophic
pen of history for perbaps a hundred
years, aud even then the task of tracing
the undulations of the wmighty billows,
get in motion by the contest, will not have
been completed.

Having been a participant in all these
events, in a greater or less degree, from
the very beginning, for the benefit of 1wy
children and friends, and to assist, as
much as possible, in presevviag the truth
of history, I have councluded to ocenpy
my leisare hours in committing to weiting
my own share in these commotions. With-
out aspiring to the dignity or conciseness
of history,Ishall coufine myselfl prineipally
to the relation of those events in which |
was personally an actor, or which happen

ed within my 1mmediate observation, 1o
anderstand fally my position 1t beecomes
necessary to premise a little as to my
politieal status and associaces anterionr 1o
the war.
I was raised iu the \'\.la;, faith and
| taught to revere the names of Clay 1
Webster and other great lealders of th
party. My father was not only a Whip

but a Federalist also, and was a life-lung
subsecriber to the National Tutelligencer in
whose dignified and statesmanlice eolnmmns
I learaed to value the Federal [Tnion and
to admire Conservatism. The
sional distrietin which | Lived Liad )
tensely Whig and Union; bat, of late years
so much agitation had been kept ap oo
the gqunestion of slavery,and so wnel alarm
excited abont Northeri aggression on that
institnution, thiat iy i1l COIniuon
with the whole >tat e }s:ul berun  ta be
Demoeratic on the gronnd that the Whig
party was uot frieadly to the uegro sys-
tem. Even at that early day, | thougit I
saw the downfall of slavery 1u disunion,
and that the friends of the Union
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